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The Journal of Socho is one of the most individual self-portraits in the literary history of medieval Japan. Its
author, Saiokuken Socho (1448-1532)—the preeminent linked-verse (renga) poet of his time—was an
eyewitness to Japan's violent transition from the medieval to the early modern age. Written between 1522
and 1527, during the Age of the Country at War (Sengoku jidai), his journal provides a vivid portrayal of
cultural life in the capital and in the provinces, together with descriptions of battles and great warrior
families, the dangers of travel through war-torn countryside, and the plight of the poor.

The journal records four of Socho's journeys between Kyoto and Suruga Province, where he served as the
poet laureate of the Imagawa house, as well as several shorter excursions and periods of rest at various
hermitages. The diverse upbringing of its author—a companion of nobles and warlords, a student of the
orthodox poetic neoclassicism of the renga master Sogi, and a devotee of the iconoclastic Zen prelate
Ikkyu—afforded him rich insights into the cultural life of the period.

The Journal of Socho is remarkable for its breadth and freshness of observation, whether of the activities of
literary men and the affairs of great courtiers and daimyo or of the daily lives of local warriors and
commoners. This variety of cultural detail is matched by the journal's wealth of prose genres: travel diary,
eremitic writing, historical chronicle, conversation, and correspondence. In addition, Socho has given us
more than 600 verses that together illustrate most of the principal poetic genres of the time: renga, waka,
choka, wakan renku, and comic or unorthodox haikai verses.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

Often the book The Journal of Socho will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suitable to you. The book The Journal of Socho is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Gary Ackley:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read
you can spent all day every day to reading a book. The book The Journal of Socho it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Marvin Boyer:

This The Journal of Socho is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal
it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Journal of Socho in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Martin Kelley:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Journal of Socho to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the
guide The Journal of Socho can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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