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The Ladder of Divine Ascent, the work of an otherwise shadowy figure, John Climacus (meaning of the
Ladder), abbot of St. Catherine's, Sinai (ca. 579-649 CE), is one of the most popular and enduring classics of
Greek ascetic spiritual direction. Hailed as the great synthesis of early ascetic writings, the Ladder presents a
spirituality self-consciously rooted in the literary and theological tradition of the Desert Fathers and the Great
Old Men of
Gaza. Despite its incredible popularity among monastic and lay readers, the Ladder is virtually unknown in
scholarship. In this work, Jonathan L. Zecher offers a sustained study of the Ladder's spiritual vision, which
is contextualized within an equally sustained genealogical survey of Climacus' own tradition.

The Ladder is built up through the 'memory of death', a term referring to admonitions of early authors to
remember one's inevitable but unknowable death and to contemplate the divine judgment which would
follow to cultivate particular ascetic, Christian, lifestyles in their readers. In the literature that formed
Climacus, every aspect of the 'memory of death' varied considerably, but Climacus draws these together in
the Ladder so that death and the judgment which follows
defines a symbolic framework within which monks reflect on their past and approach the future. Climacus
also took up metaphorical practices of dying to oneself and others to craft an idea of spiritual progress in the
imitation of Christ taking into account failure and frailty. At the heart of this study is the abiding
question of how tradition forms, and in the Ladder is an outstanding example of how unflinching fidelity to
tradition results in a creative, synthetic achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Garland Thorpe:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Role of Death in the Ladder of Divine
Ascent and the Greek Ascetic Tradition (Oxford Early Christian Studies) book as nice and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Natalia Burton:

The book The Role of Death in the Ladder of Divine Ascent and the Greek Ascetic Tradition (Oxford Early
Christian Studies) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Meredith Bailey:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Role of Death in the Ladder of Divine Ascent and the Greek Ascetic Tradition (Oxford Early Christian
Studies) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become
one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The Role of Death in the
Ladder of Divine Ascent and the Greek Ascetic Tradition (Oxford Early Christian Studies) giving you
another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Jeffrey Chambers:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Role of Death in the Ladder of Divine Ascent and the
Greek Ascetic Tradition (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have The Role of Death in the Ladder of Divine Ascent and the Greek Ascetic
Tradition (Oxford Early Christian Studies).
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