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The first woman judge in the state of North Carolina and the first woman in the United States to be elected
chief justice of a state supreme court, Susie Marshall Sharp (1907-1996) broke new ground for women in the
legal profession. When she retired in 1979, she left a legacy burnished by her tireless pursuit of lucidity in
the law, honesty in judges, and humane conditions in prisons.

Anna Hayes presents Sharp's career as an attorney, distinguished judge, and politician within the context of
the social mores, the legal profession, and the political battles of her day, illuminated by a careful and
revealing examination of Sharp's family background, private life, and personality. Judge Sharp was viewed
by contemporaries as the quintessential spinster, who had sacrificed marriage and family life for a successful
career. The letters and journals she wrote throughout her life, however, reveal that Sharp led a rich private
life in which her love affairs occupied a major place, unsuspected by the public or even her closest friends
and family.

With unrestricted access to Sharp's abundant journals, papers, and notes, Anna Hayes uncovers the story of a
brilliant woman who transcended the limits of her times, who opened the way for women who followed her,
and who improved the quality of justice for the citizens of her state. Without Precedent also tells the story of
a complicated woman, at once deeply conservative and startlingly modern, whose intriguing self-
contradictions reflect the complexity of human nature.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important normally. The book Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp
ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The publication Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp is not
only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Without
Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Jonathan Ownby:

The book Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Henry McMahon:

Exactly why? Because this Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Concepcion Bass:

Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Without Precedent: The Life of
Susie Marshall Sharp nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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