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Few moments in history have seen as many seismic transformations as 1979. That single year marked the
emergence of revolutionary Islam as a political force on the world stage, the beginning of market revolutions
in China and Britain that would fuel globalization and radically alter the international economy, and the first
stirrings of the resistance movements in Eastern Europe and Afghanistan that ultimately led to the collapse of
the Soviet Union. More than any other year in the latter half of the twentieth century, 1979 heralded the
economic, political, and religious realities that define the twenty-first.

In Strange Rebels, veteran journalist Christian Caryl shows how the world we live in today—and the
problems that plague it—began to take shape in this pivotal year. 1979, he explains, saw a series of
counterrevolutions against the progressive consensus that had dominated the postwar era. The year’s epic
upheavals embodied a startling conservative challenge to communist and socialist systems around the globe,
fundamentally transforming politics and economics worldwide. In China, 1979 marked the start of sweeping
market-oriented reforms that have made the country the economic powerhouse it is today. 1979 was also the
year that Pope John Paul II traveled to Poland, confronting communism in Eastern Europe by reigniting its
people’s suppressed Catholic faith. In Iran, meanwhile, an Islamic Revolution transformed the nation into a
theocracy almost overnight, overthrowing the Shah’s modernizing monarchy. Further west, Margaret
Thatcher became prime minister of Britain, returning it to a purer form of free-market capitalism and
opening the way for Ronald Reagan to do the same in the US. And in Afghanistan, a Soviet invasion fueled
an Islamic holy war with global consequences; the Afghan mujahedin presaged the rise of al-Qaeda and
served as a key factor—along with John Paul’s journey to Poland—in the fall of communism.

Weaving the story of each of these counterrevolutions into a brisk, gripping narrative, Strange Rebels is a
groundbreaking account of how these far-flung events and disparate actors and movements gave birth to our
modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of the 21st
Century. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of the 21st Century. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Noemi Burns:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of the 21st Century your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
before. The Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of the 21st Century giving you another experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Strange Rebels: 1979 and
the Birth of the 21st Century that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of the 21st
Century become your starter.

Merry Springs:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Strange Rebels: 1979 and the
Birth of the 21st Century to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and go through
it. Beside that the publication Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of the 21st Century can to be your friend



when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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