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Major Louis Joseph Vionnet’s memoirs of Napoleon’s disastrous 1812 campaign in Russia are readable,
detailed, and full of personal anecdote and vivid glimpses into the life of the nineteenth-century soldier. His
account concentrates in particular on the retreat from Moscow, but he was present at all the major actions
and followed the entire course of the campaign from the opening moves in July 1812 to being chased
through Prussia by bands of Cossacks in early 1813. He was present at the destruction of Smolensk, toured
the battlefield of Borodino and witnessed the great fire in Moscow. Vionnet was a major in the Fusiliers-
Grenadiers, a regiment of veterans in the Imperial Guard, and his account provides a wonderful insight into
the élan, morale and cohesion of this elite fighting force. Jonathan North has translated Vionnet’s memoirs
for the first time for this English edition. In addition to providing detailed explanatory notes, he quotes from
the accounts left by five other soldiers from the same regiment, and these extracts allow the reader to follow
the ups and downs of the unit as a whole.

Louis Joseph Vionnet, Vicomte de Maringoné, was born in Longueville in 1769, the son of a peasant and a
lace maker. He joined the artillery in 1793 and was promoted to captain in the line in 1794. He fought in
Italy in 1796, in the line infantry in 1798 and the Guard grenadiers in 1806, and campaigned in Prussia,
Poland and Spain. In 1809, he joined the Fusiliers of the Guard, fought again in Spain in 1811 and then, with
the rank of major, he took part in the 1812 Russian campaign, which he survived. He retired in the 1830s and
died in 1834.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

The event that you get from With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 could
be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The
Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this With
Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 instantly.

James Miguel:

The book With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs
of Major Vionnet, 1812 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

William Martin:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Tony Jacobson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The
Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one
book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have With
Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812.
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