
Americanism:The Fourth Great Western Religion
David Gelernter

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0385513127
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0385513127
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0385513127


Americanism:The Fourth Great Western Religion

David Gelernter

Americanism:The Fourth Great Western Religion David Gelernter

What does it mean to “believe” in America? Why do we always speak of our country as having a mission or
purpose that is higher than other nations?
Modern liberals have invested a great deal in the notion that America was founded as a secular state, with
religion relegated to the private sphere. David Gelernter argues that America is not secular at all, but a
powerful religious idea—indeed, a religion in its own right.
Gelernter argues that what we have come to call “Americanism” is in fact a secular version of Zionism. Not
the Zionism of the ancient Hebrews, but that of the Puritan founders who saw themselves as the new children
of Israel, creating a new Jerusalem in a new world. Their faith-based ideals of liberty, equality, and
democratic governance had a greater influence on the nation’s founders than the Enlightenment.
Gelernter traces the development of the American religion from its roots in the Puritan Zionism of
seventeenth-century New England to the idealistic fighting faith it has become, a militant creed dedicated to
spreading freedom around the world. The central figures in this process were Abraham Lincoln, Teddy
Roosevelt, and Woodrow Wilson, who presided over the secularization of the American Zionist idea into the
form we now know as Americanism.
If America is a religion, it is a religion without a god, and it is a global religion. People who believe in
America live all over the world. Its adherents have included oppressed and freedom-loving peoples
everywhere—from the patriots of the Greek and Hungarian revolutions to the martyred Chinese dissidents of
Tiananmen Square.
Gelernter also shows that anti-Americanism, particularly the virulent kind that is found today in Europe, is a
reaction against this religious conception of America on the part of those who adhere to a rival religion of
pacifism and appeasement.
A startlingly original argument about the religious meaning of America and why it is loved—and
hated—with so much passion at home and abroad.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Americanism:The Fourth Great
Western Religion. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Tanya Minor:

The book untitled Americanism:The Fourth Great Western Religion is the reserve that recommended to you
to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Americanism:The Fourth Great Western Religion from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Jerry Jackman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the guide untitled Americanism:The Fourth Great Western Religion can be good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Laura Hill:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually Americanism:The Fourth Great Western Religion.
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