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Black Venus is a feminist study of the representations of black women in the literary, cultural, and scientific
imagination of nineteenth-century France. Employing psychoanalysis, feminist film theory, and the critical
race theory articulated in the works of Frantz Fanon and Toni Morrison, T. Denean Sharpley-Whiting argues
that black women historically invoked both desire and primal fear in French men. By inspiring repulsion,
attraction, and anxiety, they gave rise in the nineteenth-century French male imagination to the primitive
narrative of Black Venus.
The book opens with an exploration of scientific discourse on black females, using Sarah Bartmann, the so-
called Hottentot Venus, and natural scientist Georges Cuvier as points of departure. To further show how the
image of a savage was projected onto the bodies of black women, Sharpley-Whiting moves into popular
culture with an analysis of an 1814 vaudeville caricature of Bartmann, then shifts onto the terrain of
canonical French literature and colonial cinema, exploring the representation of black women by Baudelaire,
Balzac, Zola, Maupassant, and Loti. After venturing into twentieth-century film with an analysis of
Josephine Baker’s popular Princesse Tam Tam, the study concludes with a discussion of how black
Francophone women writers and activists countered stereotypical representations of black female bodies
during this period. A first-time translation of the vaudeville show The Hottentot Venus, or Hatred of
Frenchwomen supplements this critique of the French male gaze of the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries.
Both intellectually rigorous and culturally intriguing, this study will appeal to students and scholars in the
fields of nineteenth- and twentieth-century French literature, feminist and gender studies, black studies, and
cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Saul Robinson:

This book untitled Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get
a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Gloria Duncan:

This Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French is great publication
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in
French in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Christina Bishop:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears,
and Primitive Narratives in French was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Christopher Scoville:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. From the book Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in
French we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must
love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this time book Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives
in French. You can more attractive than now.
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