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Contrary to the stereotypical images of torture, narcotics and brutal sexual behaviour traditionally associated
with Ottoman (or 'Turkish') prisons, Kent F. Schull argues that these places were sites of immense reform
and contestation during the 19th century. He shows that they were key components for Ottoman nation-state
construction and acted as 'microcosms of modernity' for broader imperial transformation. It was within the
walls of these prisons that many of the pressing questions of Ottoman modernity were worked out, such as
administrative centralisation, the rationalisation of Islamic criminal law and punishment, issues of gender
and childhood, prisoner rehabilitation, bureaucratic professionalisation, identity and social engineering.

Juxtaposing state-mandated reform with the reality of prison life, the author investigates how these reforms
affected the lives of local prison officials and inmates, and shows how these individuals actively conformed,
contested and manipulated new penal policies and practices for their own benefit.
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From reader reviews:

Fabian Luton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Prisons in the Late Ottoman Empire: Microcosms of Modernity it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high
quality.

Juan Carrillo:

The reason? Because this Prisons in the Late Ottoman Empire: Microcosms of Modernity is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Mae Mosley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Prisons in the Late Ottoman Empire: Microcosms of Modernity
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Gary Askew:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Prisons in the Late
Ottoman Empire: Microcosms of Modernity can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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