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Fits, trances, visions, speaking in tongues, clairvoyance, out-of-body experiences, possession. Believers have
long viewed these and similar involuntary experiences as religious--as manifestations of God, the spirits, or
the Christ within. Skeptics, on the other hand, have understood them as symptoms of physical disease,
mental disorder, group dynamics, or other natural causes. In this sweeping work of religious and
psychological history, Ann Taves explores the myriad ways in which believers and detractors interpreted
these complex experiences in Anglo-American culture between the mid-eighteenth and early-twentieth
centuries.

Taves divides the book into three sections. In the first, ranging from 1740 to 1820, she examines the debate
over trances, visions, and other involuntary experiences against the politically charged backdrop of Anglo-
American evangelicalism, established churches, Enlightenment thought, and a legacy of religious warfare. In
the second part, covering 1820 to 1890, she highlights the interplay between popular psychology--
particularly the ideas of "animal magnetism" and mesmerism--and movements in popular religion: the
disestablishment of churches, the decline of Calvinist orthodoxy, the expansion of Methodism, and the birth
of new religious movements. In the third section, Taves traces the emergence of professional psychology
between 1890 and 1910 and explores the implications of new ideas about the subconscious mind, hypnosis,
hysteria, and dissociation for the understanding of religious experience.

Throughout, Taves follows evolving debates about whether fits, trances, and visions are natural (and
therefore not religious) or supernatural (and therefore religious). She pays particular attention to a third
interpretation, proposed by such "mediators" as William James, according to which these experiences are
natural and religious. Taves shows that ordinary people as well as educated elites debated the meaning of
these experiences and reveals the importance of interactions between popular and elite culture in accounting
for how people experienced religion and explained experience.

Combining rich detail with clear and rigorous argument, this is a major contribution to our understanding of
Protestant revivalism and the historical interplay between religion and psychology.
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From reader reviews:

William Medellin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different type.
Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Fits, Trances, and Visions.

George Hale:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Fits, Trances, and
Visions is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Sandra Passmore:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Fits, Trances, and Visions guide written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Fits, Trances, and Visions as good book not only by
the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Judith Ellis:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Fits, Trances, and Visions which
is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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