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In recent years, membership has dropped in traditional voluntary associations such as Rotary Clubs, Jaycees,
and bowling leagues. At the same time, concern is rising about the growth of paramilitary and hate groups.
Scholars have warned that these trends are undermining civic society by creating a dangerous number of
isolated, mistrustful individuals and organized, antisocial renegades. In this provocative book, however,
Nancy Rosenblum takes a new, less narrowly political approach to the study of groups. And she reaches
more optimistic conclusions about the state of civil society.

Rosenblum argues that we should judge associations not only by what they do for civic virtue, but also by
what they do for individual members. She shows that groups of all kinds--among them religious groups,
corporations, homeowner associations, secret societies, racial and cultural identity groups, prayer groups, and
even paramilitary groups--fill deep psychological and moral needs. And she contends that the failure to
recognize this has contributed to an alarmist view of their social impact. For example, she argues that,
although extremist groups have obvious antisocial aims, they constrain individuals who would be even more
dangerous as maladjusted loners. And she examines the rapid growth of small "support groups"--which are
usually dismissed as politically irrelevant--and shows that the moral support people find in such places as
prayer groups and self-help groups helps to cultivate the social trust some scholars say is disappearing.
Rosenblum concludes that, for practical and principled reasons, American democracy should permit
expansive freedom of association, illustrating her case with discussion of specific cases in law.

Rosenblum recognizes, however, that freedom has a price. She reminds us that some groups have oppressive
and even criminal tendencies, and she explores what liberal democracy should do to ensure that individuals
also have freedom within associations and freedom to exit. Throughout, Rosenblum writes eloquently and
with a powerful moral voice, drawing on law, practical politics, and psychology to produce an original
political theory of the moral uses of pluralism. The book adds remarkable depth and subtlety to one of the
leading subjects in contemporary social and political debate.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bunch:

The book Membership and Morals can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Membership and Morals? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Membership and Morals has simple shape however you know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Karl Henderson:

This Membership and Morals book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Membership and
Morals without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
become worry Membership and Morals can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Membership and Morals
having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Alisa Gordon:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take Membership and Morals as the daily resource information.

Tommy Wright:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book Membership and Morals was filled about science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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