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The Devotio Moderna, or Modern Devout, puzzled their contemporaries. Beginning in the 1380s in market
towns along the Ijssel River of the east-central Netherlands and in the county of Holland, they formed
households organized as communes and forged lives centered on private devotion. They lived on city streets
alongside their neighbors, managed properties and rents in common, and worked in the textile and book
trades, all the while refusing to profess vows as members of any religious order or to acquire spouses and
personal property as lay citizens. They defended their self-designed style of life as exemplary and sustained
it in the face of opposition, their women labeled "beguines" and their men "lollards," both meant as
derogatory terms. Yet the movement grew, drawing in women and schoolboys, priests and laymen, and
spreading outward toward Münster, Flanders, and Cologne.

The Devout were arguably more culturally significant than the Lollards and Beguines, yet they have
commanded far less scholarly attention in English. John Van Engen's magisterial book keeps the Modern
Devout at its center and thinks through their story anew. Few interpreters have read the Devout so insistently
within their own time and space by looking to the social and religious conditions that marked towns and
parishes in northern Europe during the fifteenth century and examining the widespread upheavals in cultural
and religious life between the 1370s and the 1440s. In Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life, Van Engen
grasps the Devout in their humanity, communities, and beliefs, and places them firmly within the urban
societies of the Low Countries and the cultures we call late medieval.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

The book Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later
Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Sisters and Brothers
of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later Middle Ages (The Middle Ages
Series) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a e-book Sisters and
Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later Middle Ages (The Middle
Ages Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Patricia Steele:

Often the book Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later
Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the
World of the Later Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Debbie Allen:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Sisters and Brothers of the
Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may
pick Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later Middle
Ages (The Middle Ages Series) become your own personal starter.

Trisha McClain:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called
of book Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later Middle
Ages (The Middle Ages Series). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it



could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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