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On August 25, 1938, twenty-five-year-old Ben Dickson and his fifteen-year-old wife Stella Mae robbed the
Corn Exchange Bank in Elkton, South Dakota, making off with $2,187.64. Two months later they hit a bank
in nearby Brookings for $17,593—after waiting two hours for the vault’s time-lock to open while the bank's
manager went on processing loans for customers. Unfortunately for these two small-time outlaws, the FBI
was in short supply of public enemies at the time, and a newly minted Bonnie and Clyde was exactly what J.
Edgar Hoover needed to stoke the agency's public relations machine.

Retrieving the Dicksons from the fog of history and the hype of the FBI’s “Most Wanted” narrative, The
Ballad of Ben and Stella Mae tells the story of a damaged small-town girl and her petty criminal husband
whose low-key crime spree became, as True magazine proclaimed, “The Crimson Trail of Public Enemies
One and Two.” The book follows Stella Mae and Ben from their troubled beginnings in Topeka through the
desperate adventure that the FBI recast as a dangerous rampage, stirring a media frenzy and a nationwide
manhunt that ended in betrayal and bloodshed: Ben dead, shot in the back outside of a hamburger joint in
Forest Park, Missouri, and Stella Mae, a juvenile, put away for ten years.

The Dicksons first captured Matthew Cecil's imagination as a teenager in his hometown of Brookings, where
their bank robbery remains the stuff of legend. When, many years later, their file turned up in his research
into the FBI, the tale of their exploits—and exploitation at the hands of J. Edgar Hoover—proved irresistible.
Readers of this Depression-era story, retold here in all its grit and tarnished glory, will find it no less
compelling.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Orbison:

The book The Ballad of Ben and Stella Mae: Great Plains Outlaws Who Became FBI Public Enemies Nos. 1
and 2 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make studying a book The Ballad of Ben and Stella Mae: Great Plains Outlaws Who Became FBI Public
Enemies Nos. 1 and 2 for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a e-
book The Ballad of Ben and Stella Mae: Great Plains Outlaws Who Became FBI Public Enemies Nos. 1 and
2. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Harriett Costello:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The
Ballad of Ben and Stella Mae: Great Plains Outlaws Who Became FBI Public Enemies Nos. 1 and 2. All
type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Frances Wiggins:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is The Ballad of Ben and Stella Mae: Great Plains Outlaws Who
Became FBI Public Enemies Nos. 1 and 2 this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this
book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Carolyn Lew:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Ballad of Ben and
Stella Mae: Great Plains Outlaws Who Became FBI Public Enemies Nos. 1 and 2 can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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