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In the first volume of his extraordinary analysis of the death penalty, Jacques Derrida began a journey toward
an ambitious end: the first truly philosophical argument against the death penalty. Exploring an impressive
breadth of thought, he traced a deeply entrenched logic throughout the whole of Western philosophy that has
justified the state’s right to take a life. He also marked literature as a crucial place where this logic has been
most effectively challenged. In this second and final volume, Derrida builds on these analyses toward a
definitive argument against capital punishment.

Of central importance in this second volume is Kant’s explicit justification of the death penalty in the
Metaphysics of Morals. Thoroughly deconstructing Kant’s position—which holds the death penalty as
exemplary of the eye-for-an-eye Talionic law—Derrida exposes numerous damning contradictions and
exceptions. Keeping the current death penalty in the United States in view, he further explores the
“anesthesial logic” he analyzed in volume one, addressing the themes of cruelty and pain through texts by
Robespierre and Freud, reading Heidegger, and—in a fascinating, improvised final session—the nineteenth-
century Spanish Catholic thinker Donoso Cortés. Ultimately, Derrida shows that the rationality of the death
penalty as represented by Kant involves an imposition of knowledge and calculability on a fundamental
condition of non-knowledge—that we don’t otherwise know what or when our deaths will be. In this way,
the death penalty acts out a phantasm of mastery over one’s own death.
 
Derrida’s thoughts arrive at a particular moment in history: when the death penalty in the United States is the
closest it has ever been to abolition, and yet when the arguments on all sides are as confused as ever. His
powerful analysis will prove to be a paramount contribution to this debate as well as a lasting entry in his
celebrated oeuvre.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Death Penalty, Volume II (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida).

Gerald Conway:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Death
Penalty, Volume II (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Carlton Little:

Why? Because this The Death Penalty, Volume II (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Clifford Roselli:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Death Penalty, Volume II (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) when you required it?
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