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Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth explores the shifting reputation of our most controversial
founding father. Since the day Aaron Burr fired his fatal shot, Americans have tried to come to grips with
Alexander Hamilton's legacy. Stephen Knott surveys the Hamilton image in the minds of American
statesmen, scholars, literary figures, and the media, explaining why Americans are content to live in a
Hamiltonian nation but reluctant to embrace the man himself.

Knott observes that Thomas Jefferson and his followers, and, later, Andrew Jackson and his adherents,
tended to view Hamilton and his principles as "un-American." While his policies generated mistrust in the
South and the West, where he is still seen as the founding "plutocrat," Hamilton was revered in New England
and parts of the Mid-Atlantic states. Hamilton's image as a champion of American nationalism caused his
reputation to soar during the Civil War, at least in the North. However, in the wake of Gilded Age excesses,
progressive and populist political leaders branded Hamilton as the patron saint of Wall Street, and his
reputation began to disintegrate.

Hamilton's status reached its nadir during the New Deal, Knott argues, when Franklin Roosevelt portrayed
him as the personification of Dickensian cold-heartedness. When FDR erected the beautiful Tidal Basin
monument to Thomas Jefferson and thereby elevated the Sage of Monticello into the American Pantheon,
Hamilton, as Jefferson's nemesis, fell into disrepute. He came to epitomize the forces of reaction
contemptuous of the "great beast"-the American people. In showing how the prevailing negative assessment
misrepresents the man and his deeds, Knott argues for reconsideration of Hamiltonianism, which rightly
understood has much to offer the American polity of the twenty-first century.

Remarkably, at the dawn of the new millennium, the nation began to see Hamilton in a different light.
Hamilton's story was now the embodiment of the American dream—an impoverished immigrant who came
to the United States and laid the economic and political foundation that paved the way for America's
superpower status. Here in Stephen Knott's insightful study, Hamilton finally gets his due as a highly
contested but powerful and positive presence in American national life.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Kelly:

The reserve with title Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth (American Political Thought)
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Lorraine Woodward:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth
(American Political Thought) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Octavio Martin:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth (American Political Thought) can
make you really feel more interested to read.

Lisa Keener:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Alexander Hamilton and
the Persistence of Myth (American Political Thought).
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