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As the United States transitioned from a rural nation to an urbanized, industrial giant between the War of
1812 and the early twentieth century, ordinary people struggled over the question of what it meant to be
American. As Brian Roberts shows in Blackface Nation, this struggle is especially evident in popular culture
and the interplay between two specific strains of music: middle-class folk and blackface minstrelsy.

The Hutchinson Family Singers, the Northeast’s most popular middle-class singing group during the mid-
nineteenth century, is perhaps the best example of the first strain of music. The group’s songs expressed an
American identity rooted in communal values, with lyrics focusing on abolition, women’s rights, and
socialism. Blackface minstrelsy, on the other hand, emerged out of an audience-based coalition of Northern
business elites, Southern slaveholders, and young, white, working-class men, for whom blackface expressed
an identity rooted in individual self-expression, anti-intellectualism, and white superiority. Its performers
embodied the love-crime version of racism, in which vast swaths of the white public adored African
Americans who fit blackface stereotypes even as they used those stereotypes to rationalize white supremacy.
By the early twentieth century, the blackface version of the American identity had become a part of
America’s consumer culture while the Hutchinsons’ songs were increasingly regarded as old-fashioned.
Blackface Nation elucidates the central irony in America’s musical history: much of the music that has been
interpreted as black, authentic, and expressive was invented, performed, and enjoyed by people who believed
strongly in white superiority.  At the same time, the music often depicted as white, repressed, and boringly
bourgeois was often socially and racially inclusive, committed to reform, and devoted to challenging the
immoralities at the heart of America’s capitalist order.
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From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Here thing why this specific Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music,
1812-1925 are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Blackface Nation: Race,
Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-1925 giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Blackface Nation: Race,
Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-1925. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and
Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-1925 in e-book can be your alternative.

Samuel Travis:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-1925 which is getting the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Anthony Anderson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in
American Popular Music, 1812-1925 was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-1925 has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Rebecca Kurtz:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is named of book Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music,
1812-1925. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.
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