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In this book, Blackford historicizes the appeal of the Persephone myth in the nineteenth century and traces
figurations of Persephone, Demeter, and Hades throughout girls’ literature of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. She illuminates developmental patterns and anxieties in E. T. A. Hoffmann’s Nutcracker and
Mouse King, Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women, Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights, J. M. Barrie’s Peter
and Wendy, Frances Hodgson Burnett’s The Secret Garden, E. B. White’s Charlotte’s Web, J. K. Rowling’s
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight, and Neil Gaiman’s Coraline. The
story of the young goddess’s separation from her mother and abduction into the underworld is, at root, an
expression of ambivalence about female development, expressed in the various Neverlands through which
female protagonists cycle and negotiate a partial return to earth. The myth conveys the role of female
development in the perpetuation and renewal of humankind, coordinating natural and cultural orders through
a hieros gamos (fertility coupling) rite. Meanwhile, popular novels such as Twilight and Coraline are
paradoxically fresh because they recycle goddesses from myths as old as the seasons. With this book,
Blackford offers a consideration of how literature for the young squares with broader canons, how classics
flexibly and uniquely speak through novels that enjoy broad appeal, and how female traditions are embedded
in novels by both men and women.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

The book The Myth of Persephone in Girls' Fantasy Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book The Myth of Persephone in Girls' Fantasy Literature (Children's Literature and Culture)? A few of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Myth of Persephone
in Girls' Fantasy Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Ena Clark:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Myth of Persephone in Girls' Fantasy
Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christine Flint:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. The Myth of Persephone in Girls' Fantasy Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) can be
your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Robert Knight:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Myth of Persephone in Girls'
Fantasy Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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