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Cutting the Vines of the Past offers a novel argument: African ways of seeing and interpreting their
environments and past are not only critical to how historians write environmental history; they also have
important lessons for policymakers and conservationists. Tamara Giles-Vernick demonstrates how various
outsiders intervening in African land-use practices have repeatedly met failure because of their inability or
unwillingness to understand how Africans see their land and their pasts.

Giles-Vernick takes as her focus doli, the environmental and historical perceptions and knowledge of the
Mpiemu people in the Central African Republic. She argues that Mpiemu opposition to a modern
environmental conservation project?the Dzanga-Ndoki National Park and the Dzanga-Sangha Special
Reserve?derives from the people's interpretations of their past experiences with environmental interventions
imposed by concessionary companies, colonial officials, other Africans, Christian missionaries, and the
postcolonial state. At the same time, Mpiemu people associate these contemporary conservationists with the
bosses and Christian missionaries of the colonial past, viewing them as sources of jobs, consumer goods, and
other support.

Giles-Vernick's argument will interest conservationists and policymakers as well as environmental
historians. By examining Africans' environmental and historical ways of seeing and knowing, and by
revealing how these have changed, Giles-Vernick offers a fresh perspective on the writing of environmental
history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Reynolds:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Cutting
the Vines of the Past: Environmental Histories of the Central African Rain Forest is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joyce Hazel:

This Cutting the Vines of the Past: Environmental Histories of the Central African Rain Forest are generally
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Cutting the
Vines of the Past: Environmental Histories of the Central African Rain Forest can be one of several great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Cutting the
Vines of the Past: Environmental Histories of the Central African Rain Forest forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Beth Sanders:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Cutting the Vines of the Past:
Environmental Histories of the Central African Rain Forest guide written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still hesitation Cutting the Vines of the Past: Environmental Histories of the Central African Rain Forest as
good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by
its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Maria Levine:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The



Cutting the Vines of the Past: Environmental Histories of the Central African Rain Forest provide you with
new experience in reading a book.
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