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The last great master of the Japanese woodblock was Utagawa Hiroshige (1797-1858). In the Japan of his
day, Hiroshige's landscape prints fostered a new and far-reaching appreciation for nature in art. In the West,
his work influenced such artists as Whistler, Cezanne, and Gauguin.

Born in the shogun's capital of Edo (now Tokyo), Hiroshige lost his parents at a young age. Even so, he
relinquished the security of his hereditary position as fire warden, and soon after began to study the art of the
woodblock print (ukiyo-e) under Utagawa Toyohiro. Some seven or eight years later the maturing Hiroshige
made his debut with an impressive set of illustrations for a volume of comic verses. Over the next twelve
years or so, he went on to produce prints of Kabuki actors, historical figures, and beautiful women.

The first work to demonstrate Hiroshige's genius in landscape was a series of ten prints on famous scenic
spots in Edo, which was produced around 1831. The following year the artist managed to join an official
procession to Kyoto, and in his travels along the great thoroughfare between Edo and Kyoto known as the
Tokaido he found inspiration for his first masterpiece. The resultant series, "Fifty-three Stages of the
Tokaido," secured his position as a landscape artist and provided him with the calling that was to occupy the
rest of his life.

Hiroshige's work not only altered the Japanese conception of nature and influenced painters the world over,
but earned him a place among the great artists of the world. Hiroshige documents the mastery of this revered
artist and presents his most famous prints in a large, deluxe format that makes abundantly clear Hiroshige's
prodigious talent.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Baker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Hiroshige: Japan's Great
Landscape Artist book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Ross Fletcher:

Hiroshige: Japan's Great Landscape Artist can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Hiroshige: Japan's
Great Landscape Artist however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial contemplating.

Patricia Gallagher:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The Hiroshige: Japan's Great Landscape Artist offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Robert Knight:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Hiroshige: Japan's Great Landscape Artist can make you sense more interested to
read.
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