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In Cybernetic Revolutionaries, Eden Medina tells the history of two intersecting utopian visions, one
political and one technological. The first was Chile's experiment with peaceful socialist change under
Salvador Allende; the second was the simultaneous attempt to build a computer system that would manage
Chile's economy. Neither vision was fully realized -- Allende's government ended with a violent military
coup; the system, known as Project Cybersyn, was never completely implemented -- but they hold lessons
for today about the relationship between technology and politics.

Drawing on extensive archival material and interviews, Medina examines the cybernetic system envisioned
by the Chilean government -- which was to feature holistic system design, decentralized management,
human-computer interaction, a national telex network, near real-time control of the growing industrial sector,
and modeling the behavior of dynamic systems. She also describes, and documents with photographs, the
network's Star Trek-like operations room, which featured swivel chairs with armrest control panels, a wall of
screens displaying data, and flashing red lights to indicate economic emergencies.

Studying project Cybersyn today helps us understand not only the technological ambitions of a government
in the midst of political change but also the limitations of the Chilean revolution. This history further shows
how human attempts to combine the political and the technological with the goal of creating a more just
society can open new technological, intellectual, and political possibilities. Technologies, Medina writes, are
historical texts; when we read them we are reading history.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Campbell:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important usually. The book Cybernetic Revolutionaries: Technology and Politics in Allende's Chile
(MIT Press) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Cybernetic Revolutionaries: Technology
and Politics in Allende's Chile (MIT Press) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship with the book Cybernetic Revolutionaries: Technology and Politics in Allende's Chile
(MIT Press). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Eddie Barber:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Cybernetic Revolutionaries:
Technology and Politics in Allende's Chile (MIT Press) book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Kellie Stephens:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the book untitled Cybernetic Revolutionaries: Technology and Politics in Allende's Chile (MIT
Press) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Nicole Powell:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Cybernetic Revolutionaries: Technology and Politics in Allende's Chile



(MIT Press) can make you experience more interested to read.
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