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The brilliantly told and gripping story of the most familiar - yet, amazingly, still poorly understood -
substance in the universe: Water. The extent to which water remains a scientific mystery is extraordinary,
despite its prevalence and central importance on Earth. Whether one considers its role in biology, its place in
the physical world (where it refuses to obey the usual rules of liquids) or its deceptively simple structure,
there is still no complete answer to the question: what is water? Philip Ball's book explains what, exactly, we
do and do not know about the strange character of this most essential and ubiquitous of substances. H20
begins by transporting its readers back to the Big Bang and the formation of galaxies to witness the birth of
water's constituent elements: hydrogen and oxygen. It then explains how the primeval oceans were formed
four billion years ago; where water is to be found on other planets; why ice floats when most solids sink;
why, despite being highly corrosive, water is good for us; why there are at least fifteen kinds of ice and
perhaps two kinds of liquid water; how scientists have consistently misunderstood water for centuries; and
why wars have been waged over it. Philip Ball's gloriously offbeat and intelligent book conducts us on a
journey through the history of science, folklore, the wilder scientific fringes, cutting-edge physics, biology
and ecology, to give a fascinating new perspective on life and the substance that sustains it. After reading
this book, drinking a glass of water will never be the same again.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Crawford:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This H2O: A Biography of
Water is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Anita Cannon:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular H2O: A Biography of
Water is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Susan Bondurant:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is H2O: A Biography of Water this e-book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Lise Callicoat:

You can find this H2O: A Biography of Water by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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