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M. L . Stapleton's Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's "Amores" from Antiquity to Shakespeare traces the influence
of the early elegiac poetry of Ovid (43 b.c.e.-17 c.e.) on European literature from 500-1600 c.e. The Amores
served as a classical model for love poetry in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance and were essential to the
formation of fin' Amors, or "courtly love." Medieval Latin poets, the troubadours, Dante, Petrarch, and
Shakespeare were all familiar with Ovid in his various forms, and all depended greatly upon his Amores in
composing their cansos, canzoniere, and sonnets.
Harmful Eloquence begins with a detailed analysis of the Amores themselves and their artistic unity. It
moves on to explain the fragmentary transmission of the Amores in the "Latin Anthology" and the cohesion
of the fragments into the conventions of Medieval Latin and troubadour "courtly love" poetry. Two
subsequent chapters explain the use of the Amores, their narrator, and the conventions of "courtly love" in
the poetry of both Dante and Petrarch. The final chapter concentrates on Shakespeare's reprocessing and
parody of this material in his sonnets.
Harmful Eloquence analyzes the intertextual transmission of the Amores in major medieval and Renaissance
love poetry for the first time. No previous study has devoted itself exclusively to this Ovidian text in this
particular way. The premise that Ovid consciously used the device of persona from the very beginning of his
writing career is fully explored, as is the "Ovidian hypothesis" of Wilibald Schroetter. Connections between
Dante's La vita nuova and the Amores are newly discovered; significant for Shakespeare studies, the use of
Christopher Marlowe's translation of the Amores by Shakespeare in his "dark lady" sonnets is also carefully
analyzed for the first time.
Medievalists, classicists, and scholars of Renaissance studies will find Harmful Eloquence particularly
engaging and useful, as will all those interested in the process and methods of literary transmission.
M. L. Stapleton is Associate Professor of English, Stephen F. Austin University.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

The book Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Harmful
Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Wayne Sutphin:

Here thing why this Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from
Antiquity to Shakespeare giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no guide that similar with Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare in e-book can be your alternate.

Laura Bradberry:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get prior to. The Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better
life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Christopher Dixon:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book Harmful



Eloquence: Ovid's Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Harmful Eloquence: Ovid's
Amores from Antiquity to Shakespeare. You can more pleasing than now.
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