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Praise for Modeling for Insight

"Most books on modeling are either too theoretical or too focused on the mechanics of programming. Powell
and Batt's emphasis on using simple spreadsheet models to gain business insight (which is, after all, the
name of the game) is what makes this book stand head and shoulders above the rest. This clear and practical
book deserves a place on the shelf of every business analyst."
—Jonathan Koomey, PhD, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and Stanford University, author of
Turning Numbers into Knowledge: Mastering the Art of Problem Solving

Most business analysts are familiar with using spreadsheets to organize data and build routine models.
However, analysts often struggle when faced with examining new and ill-structured problems. Modeling for
Insight is a one-of-a-kind guide to building effective spreadsheet models and using them to generate insights.
With its hands-on approach, this book provides readers with an effective modeling process and specific
modeling tools to become a master modeler.

The authors provide a structured approach to problem-solving using four main steps: frame the problem,
diagram the problem, build a model, and generate insights. Extensive examples, graduated in difficulty, help
readers to internalize this modeling process, while also demonstrating the application of important modeling
tools, including:

Influence diagrams●

Spreadsheet engineering●

Parameterization●

Sensitivity analysis●

Strategy analysis●

Iterative modeling●

The real-world examples found in the book are drawn from a wide range of fields such as financial planning,
insurance, pharmaceuticals, advertising, and manufacturing. Each chapter concludes with a discussion on
how to use the insights drawn from these models to create an effective business presentation. Microsoft
Office Excel and PowerPoint are used throughout the book, along with the add-ins Premium Solver, Crystal
Ball, and Sensitivity Toolkit. Detailed appendices guide readers through the use of these software packages,
and the spreadsheet models discussed in the book are available to download via the book's related Web site.
Modeling for Insight is an ideal book for courses in engineering, operations research, and management
science at the upper-undergraduate and graduate levels. It is also a valuable resource for consultants and
business analysts who often use spreadsheets to better understand complex problems.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Hood:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Modeling for Insight: A Master Class for Business Analysts
had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The reserve Modeling for Insight: A Master Class for Business Analysts is not only
giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Modeling for Insight: A
Master Class for Business Analysts. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Mark Jones:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the guide untitled Modeling for Insight: A Master Class for Business Analysts can
be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lea Wheeler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Modeling for Insight: A Master
Class for Business Analysts guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Modeling for Insight: A
Master Class for Business Analysts as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Patrice Lach:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Modeling for Insight: A Master Class for Business Analysts we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
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