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The authenticity of visual art has always commanded the attention of experts, dealers, collectors, and the art-
minded public. Is it "real" or "original" is a way of asking what am I buying? What do I own? What am I
looking at? And today more sophisticated questions are being asked: How is authenticity determined and
what weight does this determination have in court? This book of essays proposes to answer those questions.

Three lines of inquiry are basic to determining authenticity: a connoisseur's evaluation, historical
documentation or provenance, and scientific testing. A connoisseur is an expert who evaluates the
"rightness" of a work based on much careful scrutiny of many works by an artist and familiarity with that
artist's usual manner of working with materials. In determining provenance, a researcher traces the physical
object from the artist through a chain of ownership to the present owner--simple enough in concept, though it
assumes that the documentation is not faked or inaccurate. The goal is to ensure that the object is the same
one that left the artist's hand. Scientific testing, although sometimes useful, is often longer on promise than
result. Dating paint or wood samples, for instance, can show that a painting was made in Rembrandt's
lifetime, but it cannot prove that it is by Rembrandt's hand. If expert opinion is divided, and large sums of
money are involved, a dispute over authenticity may end up in a court of law, where evaluation of expert
opinion evidence can be problematic.

The essays in this book clarify the nature of the methods outlined above and explain, based on case law, the
present status of authentication issues in court. Contributors include experts from Christie's, London;
Sotheby's, New York; and the former director of the Frick Collection; as well as leading art historians and art
dealers; an art conservator; a forensic graphologist; a philanthropist and collector; and a specialist in French
art law. Their collective knowledge on issues of authenticity will be invaluable for anyone interested in the
world of visual art.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the
Visual Arts. Try to face the book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the
Visual Arts as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Gary Gonzales:

The book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the good thing like a book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual
Arts? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Expert versus the
Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts has simple shape however you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Lavonne Yates:

The actual book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts has a
lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Patrick Austin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Expert versus the Object: Judging
Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Expert
versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts become your current starter.
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