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Although much is known about the political stance of the military at large during the Civil War, the political
party affiliations of individual soldiers have received little attention. Drawing on archival sources from
twenty-five generals and 250 volunteer officers and enlisted men, John Matsui offers the first major study to
examine the ways in which individual politics were as important as military considerations to battlefield
outcomes and how the experience of war could alter soldiers’ political views.

The conservative war aims pursued by Abraham Lincoln’s generals (and to some extent, the president
himself) in the first year of the American Civil War focused on the preservation of the Union and the
restoration of the antebellum status quo. This approach was particularly evident in the prevailing policies and
attitudes toward Confederacy-supporting Southern civilians and slavery. But this changed in Virginia during
the summer of 1862 with the formation of the Army of Virginia. If the Army of the Potomac (the major
Union force in Virginia) was dominated by generals who concurred with the ideology of the Democratic
Party, the Army of Virginia (though likewise a Union force) was its political opposite, from its senior
generals to the common soldiers. The majority of officers and soldiers in the Army of Virginia saw slavery
and pro-Confederate civilians as crucial components of the rebel war effort and blamed them for prolonging
the war. The frustrating occupation experiences of the Army of Virginia radicalized them further, making
them a vanguard against Southern rebellion and slavery within the Union army as a whole and paving the
way for Abraham Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

The knowledge that you get from The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization
of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) could be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of
the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The First Republican Army:
The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War
Era) instantly.

David Marx:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The First
Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies
in the Civil War Era) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The book
untitled The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A
Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era)is a single of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
shape that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Rosemary Till:

This The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation
Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the
Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.



Irene Delong:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The First
Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies
in the Civil War Era).
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