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What causes psychiatric disorders to appear? Are they primarily the result of people s environments, or of
their genes? Increasingly, we are told that research has confirmed the importance of genetic influences on
psychiatric disorders such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, autism, and attention-deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD).
This timely, challenging book provides a much-needed critical appraisal of the evidence cited in support of
genetic theories of psychiatric disorders, which hold that these disorders are caused by an inherited genetic
predisposition in combination with environmental agents or events. In fact, the field of psychiatric genetics is
approaching the crisis stage due to the continuing failure, despite years of concerted worldwide efforts, to
identify genes presumed to underlie most mental disorders.

The belief that such genes exist is based on studies of families, twins, and adoptees. However, the author
shows that these studies provide little if any scientifically acceptable evidence in support of genetics. In fact,
researchers initial "discoveries" are rarely replicated. As this becomes more understood, and as fruitless gene
finding efforts continue to pile up, we may well be headed towards a paradigm shift in psychiatry away from
genetic and biological explanations of mental disorders, and towards a greater understanding of how family,
social, and political environments contribute to human psychological distress. Indeed, Kenneth Kendler, a
leading twin researcher and psychiatric geneticist for over two decades, wrote in a 2005 edition of The
American Journal of Psychiatry that the "strong, clear, and direct causal relationship implied by the concept
of a gene for ... does not exist for psychiatric disorders. Although we may wish it to be true, we do not have
and are not likely to ever discover genes for psychiatric illness."
The author devotes individual chapters to ADHD, autism, and bipolar disorder. Looking specifically at
autism, despite the near-unanimous opinion that it has an important genetic component, the evidence cited in
support of this position is stunningly weak. It consists mainly of family studies, which cannot disentangle the
potential influences of genes and environment, and four small methodologically flawed twin studies whose
results can be explained by non-genetic factors. Not surprisingly, then, years of efforts to find "autism genes"
have come up empty.
This is an important book because theories based on genetic research are having a profound impact on both
scientific and public thinking, as well as on social policy decisions. In addition, genetic theories influence the
types of clinical treatments received by people diagnosed with psychiatric disorders. Yet, as the author
demonstrates, these theories do not stand up to critical examination.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

The feeling that you get from The Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And
the Fruitless Search for Genes giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of The Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes instantly.

Jose Williams:

The actual book The Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Missing Gene:
Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Nancy Leto:

You will get this The Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Anthony Carter:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is identified as of book The Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for
Genes. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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