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One of Refinery29's Best Books of 2016

One of New York Magazine's "45 New Books to Read This Fall"

One of The Millions' "Most Anticipated" for the second half of 2016

One of The Huffington Post's "20 New Books You'll Need For Your Shelf in Fall 2016"

One of The Boston Globe's "most anticipated" for Fall 2016

One of Bookriot's "16 Books to Read This Fall"

One of Harper's Bazaar's "16 Books You Need to Read in November"

Set in the American South, at the crossroads of a world that is both secular and devoutly Christian, April
Ayers Lawson’s stories mine the inner lives of young women and men navigating sexual, emotional, and
spiritual awakenings. In the title story, Jake grapples with the growing chasm between him and his wife,
Sheila, who was a virgin when they wed. In “Three Friends in a Hammock” the tension and attraction is
palpable between three sexy, insecure young women as they tug and toe the rope of their shared sack. “The
Way You Must Play Always” invites us into the mind of Gretchen, young-looking even for thirteen, as she
attends her weekly piano lesson, anxiously anticipating her illicit meeting with Wesley, her instructor’s adult
brother who is recovering from a brain tumor. Conner, the cynical sixteen-year-old narrator of “The Negative
Effects of Homeschooling,” escorts his mink-wearing mother to the funeral of her best friend, Charlene, a
woman who was once a man. And in “Vulnerability” we accompany a young married painter to New York
City, lured there by an art dealer and one of his artists. Both are self-involved and have questionable
intentions, but nevertheless she is enticed.

Nodding to the Southern Gothic but channeling an energy all its own, Virgin and Other Stories is a
mesmerizing debut from an uncannily gifted young writer. With self-assurance and sensuality, April Ayers
Lawson unravels the intertwining imperatives of intimacy?sex and love, violation and trust, spirituality and
desire?eyeing, unblinkingly, what happens when we succumb to temptation.
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From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Virgin and Other Stories book is readable by you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Virgin and Other Stories
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Virgin and Other Stories is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Catherine Scott:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Virgin and Other Stories can give you a lot of good
friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Virgin and Other Stories.

Courtney Cook:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Virgin and Other Stories as well as others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Virgin and Other
Stories to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Lorenzo Maskell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Virgin and Other Stories when you necessary it?
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