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When the United States government passed the Bill of Rights in 1791, its uncompromising protection of
speech and of the press were unlike anything the world had ever seen before. But by 1798, the once-dazzling
young republic of the United States was on the verge of collapse: partisanship gripped the weak federal
government, British seizures threatened American goods and men on the high seas, and war with France
seemed imminent as its own democratic revolution deteriorated into terror. Suddenly, the First Amendment,
which protected harsh commentary of the weak government, no longer seemed as practical. So that July,
President John Adams and the Federalists in control of Congress passed an extreme piece of legislation that
made criticism of the government and its leaders a crime punishable by heavy fines and jail time. In Liberty’s
First Crisis, writer Charles Slack tells the story of the 1798 Sedition Act, the crucial moment when high
ideals met real-world politics and the country’s future hung in the balance.

From a loudmouth in a bar to a firebrand politician to Benjamin Franklin’s own grandson, those victimized
by the Sedition Act were as varied as the country’s citizenry. But Americans refused to let their freedoms be
so easily dismissed: they penned fiery editorials, signed petitions, and raised “liberty poles,” while Vice
President Thomas Jefferson and James Madison drew up the infamous Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions,
arguing that the Federalist government had gone one step too far. Liberty’s First Crisis vividly unfolds these
pivotal events in the early life of the republic, as the Founding Fathers struggled to define America off the
page and preserve the freedoms they had fought so hard to create.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Liberty's
First Crisis: Adams, Jefferson, and the Misfits Who Saved Free Speech? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Robert Arnett:

The book Liberty's First Crisis: Adams, Jefferson, and the Misfits Who Saved Free Speech gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading through a book Liberty's First Crisis: Adams, Jefferson, and the Misfits Who Saved Free
Speech to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book Liberty's
First Crisis: Adams, Jefferson, and the Misfits Who Saved Free Speech. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Valerie Orbison:

This Liberty's First Crisis: Adams, Jefferson, and the Misfits Who Saved Free Speech is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Liberty's First Crisis: Adams, Jefferson, and the Misfits Who Saved Free
Speech in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Edith Manning:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Liberty's First Crisis: Adams, Jefferson, and the Misfits
Who Saved Free Speech can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Liberty's



First Crisis: Adams, Jefferson, and the Misfits Who Saved Free Speech.
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