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Many plants have natural ways of defending themselves against predators, including man. Some plants use
obvious defenses, such as stinging nettle-like strategies and burning or blistering latex resins. Other plants
use different methods to incapacitate a predator, which include gastrointestinal distress (vomiting or
purgation), blindness, neurological disability, or even asphyxia. This clearly illustrates the ingenuity of plant
chemistry which, while daunting, has lead to some rather extraordinary discoveries. In Australia, the flora
was largely unknown to the early explorers. Much of it was simply unfathomable, which made comparisons
with more familiar plants somewhat risky. In the search for food, early inhabitants of Australia utilized
poisonous plants that contained fish poisons (piscicides). A need to find staple dietary items - notably root
crops with low toxicity, such as starchy yam tubers - was imperative. Under cultivation, certain species
gradually survived a selection process that sought less toxic varieties and high-yielding crop candidates.
Some plants were found to yield palatable fruits when they ripened, although not all plants, even if they
looked the same, lost their toxicity during the process. The poisonous potential of numerous plants coincided
with a medicinal effect that could not be ignored. What was the difference between a poisonous, an edible, or
a therapeutic effect? These discoveries were not only pivotal for the remedial use of many plants, they were
to open up entire new realms of chemical discovery that have had enormous ramifications for the worlds of
medicine and the culinary arts. This invaluable book is meticulously researched and is designed to enhance
the appreciation of the medicinal history of Australia's flora, as well as its unique contributions to everyday
life and its possible future potential. (Series: Medicinal Plants in Australia - Vol. 3) ***
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From reader reviews:

Molly Edwards:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Medicinal Plants in Australia: Volume
3: Plants, Potions and Poisons that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Medicinal Plants in Australia:
Volume 3: Plants, Potions and Poisons become your current starter.

Mary McClellan:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Medicinal Plants in Australia:
Volume 3: Plants, Potions and Poisons which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Tammy Mangold:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book Medicinal Plants in Australia: Volume 3: Plants, Potions and Poisons was
filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book which you wanted.

Faye Springer:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Medicinal Plants in Australia: Volume 3: Plants,
Potions and Poisons or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes Medicinal Plants in Australia: Volume 3: Plants, Potions and Poisons to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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