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In Monsters and Revolutionaries Françoise Vergès analyzes the complex relationship between the colonizer
and colonized on the Indian Ocean island of Réunion. Through novels, iconography, and texts from various
disciplines including law, medicine, and psychology, Vergès constructs a political and cultural history of the
island’s relations with France. Woven throughout is Vergès’s own family history, which is intimately tied to
the history of Réunion itself.
Originally settled by sugar plantation owners and their Indian and African slaves following a seventeenth-
century French colonial decree, Réunion abolished slavery in 1848. Because plantation owners continued to
import workers from India, Africa, Asia, and Madagascar, the island was defined as a place based on mixed
heritages, or métissage. Vergès reads the relationship between France and the residents of Réunion as a
family romance: France is the seemingly protective mother, La Mère-Patrie, while the people of Réunion are
seen and see themselves as France’s children. Arguing that the central dynamic in the colonial family
romance is that of debt and dependence, Verges explains how the republican ideals of the French Revolution
and the Enlightenment are seen as gifts to Réunion that can never be repaid. This dynamic is complicated by
the presence of métissage, a source of anxiety to the colonizer in its refutation of the “purity” of racial
bloodlines. For Vergès, the island’s history of slavery is the key to understanding métissage, the politics of
assimilation, constructions of masculinity, and emancipatory discourses on Réunion.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos White:

This Monsters and Revolutionaries: Colonial Family Romance and Métissage book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This Monsters and Revolutionaries: Colonial Family Romance and Métissage
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Monsters and Revolutionaries: Colonial Family Romance and Métissage can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even phone. This Monsters and Revolutionaries: Colonial Family Romance and Métissage having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

France Brown:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Monsters and Revolutionaries: Colonial Family Romance and Métissage.

Evelyn Rodrigue:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Monsters and Revolutionaries: Colonial Family Romance and Métissage can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Annamarie Hernandez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Monsters and Revolutionaries: Colonial Family Romance
and Métissage was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Monsters and
Revolutionaries: Colonial Family Romance and Métissage has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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