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The Book of Samuel is universally acknowledged as one of the supreme achievements of biblical literature.
Yet the book's anonymous author was more than an inspired storyteller. The author was also an uncannily
astute observer of political life and the moral compromises and contradictions that the struggle for power
inevitably entails. The Beginning of Politics mines the story of Israel's first two kings to unearth a natural
history of power, providing a forceful new reading of what is arguably the first and greatest work of Western
political thought.

Moshe Halbertal and Stephen Holmes show how the beautifully crafted narratives of Saul and David cut to
the core of politics, exploring themes that resonate wherever political power is at stake. Through stories such
as Saul's madness, David's murder of Uriah, the rape of Tamar, and the rebellion of Absalom, the book's
author deepens our understanding not only of the necessity of sovereign rule but also of its costs--to the
people it is intended to protect and to those who wield it. What emerges from the meticulous analysis of
these narratives includes such themes as the corrosive grip of power on those who hold and compete for
power; the ways in which political violence unleashed by the sovereign on his own subjects is rooted in the
paranoia of the isolated ruler and the deniability fostered by hierarchical action through proxies; and the
intensity with which the tragic conflict between political loyalty and family loyalty explodes when the ruler's
bloodline is made into the guarantor of the all-important continuity of sovereign power.

The Beginning of Politics is a timely meditation on the dark side of sovereign power and the enduring
dilemmas of statecraft.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Harrell:

This The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel
without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel can bring whenever you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Alexander Snider:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel as
the daily resource information.

James Smith:

This The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Gloria Quinones:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book
The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel we can acquire more advantage. Don't that



you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Beginning of
Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel. You can more desirable than now.
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