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In the late fourteenth century the complex Middle English word "trouthe," which had earlier meant
something like "integrity" or "dependability," began to take on its modern sense of "conformity to fact." At
the same time, the meaning of its antonym, "tresoun," began to move from "personal betrayal" to "a crime
against the state." In A Crisis of Truth, Richard Firth Green contends that these alterations in meaning were
closely linked to a growing emphasis on the written over the spoken and to the simultaneous reshaping of
legal thought and practice.

According to Green, the rapid spread of vernacular literacy in the England of Richard II was driven in large
part by the bureaucratic and legal demands of an increasingly authoritarian central government. The change
brought with it a fundamental shift toward the attitudes we still hold about the nature of evidence and
proof—a move from a truth that resides almost exclusively in people to one that relies heavily on documents.

Green's magisterial study presents law and literature as two parallel discourses that have, at times, converged
and influenced each other. Ranging deeply and widely over a huge body of legal and literary materials, from
Anglo-Saxon England to twentieth-century Africa, it will provide a rich source of information for literary,
legal, and historical scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Williams:

The book A Crisis of Truth: Literature and Law in Ricardian England (The Middle Ages Series) make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading a book A Crisis of Truth: Literature and Law in Ricardian England (The Middle Ages Series) to get
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a publication A Crisis
of Truth: Literature and Law in Ricardian England (The Middle Ages Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sheldon Downs:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A Crisis
of Truth: Literature and Law in Ricardian England (The Middle Ages Series), it is possible to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a e-book.

Marianne Guzman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, and soon. The A Crisis of Truth: Literature and Law in Ricardian England (The Middle Ages Series)
will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Karl Irwin:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This A Crisis of Truth: Literature and Law in
Ricardian England (The Middle Ages Series) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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