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The phrase “Harlem in the 1920s” evokes images of the Harlem Renaissance, or of Marcus Garvey and
soapbox orators haranguing crowds about politics and race. Yet the most ubiquitous feature of Harlem life
between the world wars was the game of “numbers.” Thousands of wagers, usually of a dime or less, would
be placed on a daily number derived from U.S. bank statistics. The rewards of “hitting the number,” a 600-
to-1 payoff, tempted the ordinary men and women of the Black Metropolis with the chimera of the good life.
Playing the Numbers tells the story of this illegal form of gambling and the central role it played in the lives
of African Americans who flooded into Harlem in the wake of World War I.

For a dozen years the “numbers game” was one of America’s rare black-owned businesses, turning over tens
of millions of dollars every year. The most successful “bankers” were known as Black Kings and Queens,
and they lived royally. Yet the very success of “bankers” like Stephanie St. Clair and Casper Holstein
attracted Dutch Schultz, Lucky Luciano, and organized crime to the game. By the late 1930s, most of the
profits were being siphoned out of Harlem.

Playing the Numbers reveals a unique dimension of African American culture that made not only Harlem but
New York City itself the vibrant and energizing metropolis it was. An interactive website allows readers to
locate actors and events on Harlem’s streets.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between the Wars.

Virginia Villalon:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem
between the Wars will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Linda Gordon:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between
the Wars as your daily resource information.

Michael Earl:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Playing the Numbers: Gambling in Harlem between
the Wars can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Playing the Numbers: Gambling in
Harlem between the Wars.
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