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On April 14, 1861, following the surrender of Fort Sumter, Washington was "put into the condition of a
siege," declared Abraham Lincoln. Located sixty miles south of the Mason-Dixon Line, the nation's capital
was surrounded by the slave states of Maryland and Virginia. With no fortifications and only a handful of
trained soldiers, Washington was an ideal target for the Confederacy. The South echoed with cries of "On to
Washington!" and Jefferson Davis's wife sent out cards inviting her friends to a reception at the White House
on May 1.

Lincoln issued an emergency proclamation on April 15, calling for 75,000 troops to suppress the rebellion
and protect the capital. One question now transfixed the nation: whose forces would reach Washington first-
Northern defenders or Southern attackers?

For 12 days, the city's fate hung in the balance. Washington was entirely isolated from the North-without
trains, telegraph, or mail. Sandbags were stacked around major landmarks, and the unfinished Capitol was
transformed into a barracks, with volunteer troops camping out in the House and Senate chambers.
Meanwhile, Maryland secessionists blocked the passage of Union reinforcements trying to reach
Washington, and a rumored force of 20,000 Confederate soldiers lay in wait just across the Potomac River.

Drawing on firsthand accounts, The Siege of Washington tells this story from the perspective of leading
officials, residents trapped inside the city, Confederates plotting to seize it, and Union troops racing to save
it, capturing with brilliance and immediacy the precarious first days of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Siege of Washington: The Untold Story of the Twelve Days
That Shook the Union can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jose Gray:

The book The Siege of Washington: The Untold Story of the Twelve Days That Shook the Union has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Juan Hinkson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Siege of Washington: The Untold Story
of the Twelve Days That Shook the Union or others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science guide, any other book likes The Siege of Washington: The Untold Story of the Twelve Days That
Shook the Union to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Kathryn Granger:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Siege of Washington: The Untold Story of the
Twelve Days That Shook the Union to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Siege of Washington: The Untold Story of the
Twelve Days That Shook the Union can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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