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These are the letters of a great love story. In 1917, the Czech composer Leos Janáçek met Kamila Stösslová
while on holiday at Luhaçovice, a spa resort in Moravia. He was sixty-three and locked in a loveless
marriage; she was twenty-six, the wife of an antique dealer frequently away from home. After the holiday,
Janáçek began writing to Stösslová. Undeterred by her lack of interest in his work and her spasmodic replies,
he continued to send her letters until his death eleven years later. An extraordinarily self-revealing portrait
emerges of an isolated artist at the height of his creative powers and the beginning of his international fame.
It is also a portrait of a lonely man who, as the years went by, came to fantasize about Stösslová as his true
"wife"--the inspiration for many of the works of his old age.

Most of these letters were suppressed until changing conditions in Czechoslovakia allowed their full
publication in 1990. John Tyrrell has edited and translated a comprehensive selection, concentrating on the
almost daily letters of the final eighteen months. Supported by a diary of meetings between Janáçek and
Stösslová, a decoding of the erotic references in the letters, and a selection of mostly unknown photographs,
this remarkable book breathes life into the story one of the greatest of operatic composers and provides vital
clues to the nature of his creative genius.

Originally published in 1994.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Gray:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Intimate Letters.

Vivian Obrien:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Intimate Letters will make you
to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Mary Fox:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Intimate Letters as the daily resource information.

Lowell Seymour:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Intimate Letters or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to add
their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Intimate Letters to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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