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Collected and highly valued all over the world, Navajo weaving has been the subject of many aesthetic and
historic studies. Grounded in archival research and cultural and economic approaches, this new book situates
Navajo weavers within the economic history of the Southwest and debunks the romantic stereotypes of
weavers and traders that have dominated the literature.

Beginning with an analysis of trader archives revealing that nearly all Navajo textiles were wholesaled by
weight until the 1960s, M'Closkey scrutinizes the complex interactions among artists, dealers, collectors, and
museum curators that have facilitated the explosion in value of those old weavings. She also examines the
production of Mexican copies of Navajo-style rugs, which in recent years has combined with the market for
pre-1950 textiles to diminish the demand for contemporary Navajo weavings. Navajo patterns, she points
out, remain unprotected by copyright because traditional designs have been in the public domain for decades.

Much of the exploitation M'Closkey delineates has been justified by the ethnographic classification of
functional textiles as nonsacred crafts. But the author's conversations with Navajo weavers suggest that their
motivations for weaving go far beyond economics. Weavers' feelings for hozho, the Navajo concept of
harmonious beauty, encompass far more than any western concept of aesthetics. M'Closkey shows that the
weavers' views of their work are marginalized when the work is treated as a collectible craft and culture is
split from commodity.

No one who studies, collects, sells, or enjoys Navajo textiles (either genuine or knock-offs) can ignore this
book. Sure to be controversial, it will be important reading for anyone concerned with the merchandising of
Indian art.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Williams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving (University of
Arizona Southwest Center Series) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo
Weaving (University of Arizona Southwest Center Series) content conveys objective easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving (University of Arizona
Southwest Center Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Johnny Ballance:

This book untitled Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving (University of Arizona
Southwest Center Series) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this guide from your list.

Joseph Davis:

The book Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving (University of Arizona Southwest
Center Series) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Mary Brown:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving
(University of Arizona Southwest Center Series). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get
many advantages.
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