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Through the lens of three of the most devastating food crises in modern history—the Górta Mor of British-
ruled Ireland, the great famine of British-ruled Bengal in 1943, and the string of famines that plagued
Ethiopia during the 1970s and 1980s, Booker Prize–winning author Thomas Keneally vividly evokes the
terrible cost of mass starvation at the level of the individual who starves and the nation that watches. Famine
is widely misunderstood as a completely natural catastrophe. Keneally recounts that while the
triggers—crop, pestilence, and drought—are natural, the political and ideological choices that prolong
famine are man-made. Government neglect and individual venality, not food shortages, are historically the
causes of sustained, widespread hunger.

In Ireland, British authorities ignored the existence of a food crisis while the famished fed on diseased cattle
and human remains. In Bengal, where over four million starved to death, Field Marshal Archibald Wavell's
reports of people dying in Calcutta's streets and demands for relief resulted in little more than a mocking
cable from Winston Churchill asking, why, if food was so scarce, hadn't Gandhi died yet? In Ethiopia,
Mengistu Haile Mariam arranged for 400,000 bottles of whisky to ship to Addis Ababa from Britain to
celebrate the tenth anniversary of the revolution that put him in power, while one person died every twenty
minutes in Korem. These three famines are stark examples of how throughout history, racial preconceptions,
administrative neglect, and incompetence have been more lethal than the initiating blights or crop failures.
Keneally's startling narrative history is a sobering warning to the authorities in charge of mercy in our time to
stop making choices that feed famine instead of the starving.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Lloyd:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Three Famines: Starvation and Politics seemed to be
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book Three Famines: Starvation and Politics is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Three Famines: Starvation and Politics. You never
really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Josette Roscoe:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Three Famines: Starvation and
Politics book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Laverne Jackson:

The reason why? Because this Three Famines: Starvation and Politics is an unordinary book that the inside
of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Alfred Greenwell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the Three Famines: Starvation and Politics when you needed it?
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