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“A tense story about a small town swept up in bigotry and paranoia after the brutal murder of a local boy
sends the residents into a frenzied witch hunt . . . Smith’s crisp prose and dedication to realistic moral
ambiguity make for a provoking read.”
--Publishers Weekly

“Smith’s first novel successfully builds tension and a sense of dread among the picture-perfect New England
fall.”
--Library Journal XPress Reviews

“Smith conveys the impact of this prejudicial hostility on two young women who are struggling to make their
way in an intolerant world with a tender and delicate understanding in this nuanced tale of identity and
misperception, connection and alienation.”
--Booklist Online

“The Year of Needy Girls is a study in hypocrisy and small-town secrets. Patricia A. Smith’s contemporary
witch hunt north of Boston is a collision of The Children’s Hour and Mystic River.”
—Stewart O’Nan, author of Songs for the Missing

"The Year of Needy Girls is as much about how fear can cloud our perceptions of both self and other as it is
about the persistent search for love and home. Patricia A. Smith's vision is at once keen and generous."
--Elizabeth Graver, author of The End of the Point

“This is one of those compulsively readable novels that keeps you up far too late at night. A thrum of dread
begins on the opening pages, and yet the two heroines are so compassionately drawn, so understandably
flawed, that you keep hoping, against all reason, that nothing will happen to them. Patricia A. Smith’s
portrait of a paranoid community is gripping: a Salem of the twenty-first century.”
--Suzanne Berne, author of the The Dogs of Littlefield

A young boy's murder unleashes chaos in the life of a schoolteacher and a small New England town.

Bradley, Massachusetts is in many ways a typical small New England town, but a river divides it in half—on
one side, the East End: crowded triple-deckers, the Most Precious Blood parish, and a Brazilian immigrant
community; and on the other, the West End: renovated Victorians, Brandywine Academy, and families with
last names as venerable as the Mayflower.

Deirdre Murphy and her partner Sara Jane (SJ) Edmonds have just moved to their first house—and for the
first time are open in their relationship—in the West End, where Deirdre teaches at Brandywine Academy. A
dedicated teacher from a working-class background, she is well loved by her students. But the murder of ten-
year-old Leo Rivera from the East End changes everything—for Deirdre and SJ, for the girls at Brandywine,
and for all of Bradley. And when Deirdre is falsely accused of sexually molesting one of her students, the
entire town erupts.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Year of Needy Girls. All type of
book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Kyle Gill:

This book untitled The Year of Needy Girls to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book
in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
your account to past this publication from your list.

Dominic Maddock:

Often the book The Year of Needy Girls will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Year of Needy Girls is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sergio Terry:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Year of Needy Girls was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Year of Needy Girls has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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