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"The king and ministers, superior and inferior, move with ritual and refinement. When the king goes on an
inspection tour, everyone has the correct ceremonial attributes and the divine flag [troops] gallop in front
while armored soldiers block the road. The soldiers of the Six Divisions all hold their attributes. Although it
is not completely in uniformity with classic rites, compared with other barbarians it is splendid to behold.
This is why Confucius thought it would not be a shame to reside here. And is not moreover Kija's country a
close relative of the hallowed dynasty?"

So observed the Song envoy Xu Jing in the official report of his 1123 visit to Korea—a rare eyewitness
account of Kory? (918–1392) society in its prime. Officially, the purpose of Xu Jing's visit was to condole
the new king, Injong, on the death of his father and present him with a letter of investiture; unofficially, he
was tasked with persuading Injong to align with Song China against the newly emergent Jin dynasty.
Although famous for its celadon and Buddhist paintings, the Kory? period is still very much terra incognita
in world history because of the lack of translated source materials. The present work, the first fully
annotated, complete translation of a key source text on Kory?, fills this gap.

Xu Jing spent a little more than a month in the Kory? capital, Kaes?ng, but he was a meticulous chronicler,
compiling a veritable handbook on Kory? that is full of fascinating details found nowhere else on daily life,
history, customs and manners, buildings, the military, food, among others. However, Xu Jing was not
unbiased in his observations and supplemented his work with unreliable information from earlier
chronicles—a fact often ignored in previous studies of the Illustrated Account. In a substantial introduction
to his translation, Sem Vermeersch not only places this important work in its historical context, but also
reveals both the sources used by the author and the merits and limits of his observations, allowing historians
of medieval Korea to make fuller use of this singular primary source.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible A
Chinese Traveler in Medieval Korea: Xu Jing's Illustrated Account of the Xuanhe Embassy to Kory?
(Korean Classics Library: Historical Materials)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Floyd Goshorn:

The feeling that you get from A Chinese Traveler in Medieval Korea: Xu Jing's Illustrated Account of the
Xuanhe Embassy to Kory? (Korean Classics Library: Historical Materials) may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but A Chinese Traveler in Medieval Korea: Xu Jing's Illustrated Account
of the Xuanhe Embassy to Kory? (Korean Classics Library: Historical Materials) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this specific A Chinese Traveler in Medieval Korea: Xu Jing's
Illustrated Account of the Xuanhe Embassy to Kory? (Korean Classics Library: Historical Materials)
instantly.

Peter White:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Chinese Traveler in Medieval
Korea: Xu Jing's Illustrated Account of the Xuanhe Embassy to Kory? (Korean Classics Library: Historical
Materials) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism A Chinese Traveler in
Medieval Korea: Xu Jing's Illustrated Account of the Xuanhe Embassy to Kory? (Korean Classics Library:
Historical Materials) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that
can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Katherine Holt:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind



talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. A Chinese Traveler in Medieval Korea: Xu Jing's Illustrated Account of the
Xuanhe Embassy to Kory? (Korean Classics Library: Historical Materials) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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