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*Includes famous art depicting Louis XIV and important people, places, and events in his life.
*Includes pictures of the Palace of Versailles.
*Discusses the reign and legacy of Europe's longest reigning king.
“Every time I create an appointment, I create a hundred malcontents and one ingrate.” – Louis XIV
A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ French series, readers can get caught up to speed on the
lives of France’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning
interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
France’s most famous King, and Europe’s longest serving, Louis XIV (1638-1715) is often viewed today as
a symbol of royal extravagance and splendor. Reigning for over 72 years, the legacy of the “Sun King” is
remembered for the magnificent Palace of Versailles, the patronizing of arts and theater, and the apocryphal
quote “L’Etat c’est moi” (I am the State).
Although it is more than fair to associate the Sun King with vanity and unfathomable spending on luxury, the
laser sharp focus on the superficial aspects of the man and his reign have come to overshadow just how
effective he was as a ruler. Becoming King as a child and assuming actual power in his early 20s, Louis
spent nearly 55 years centralizing and consolidating power in his monarchy by bringing the aristocracy to
heel and keeping religious divisions from devolving into violence, thereby passing off to his successor an
absolute monarchy with a very solid foundation. At the same time, his foreign policies, though often
criticized as quests for glory, helped establish France as the dominant power on the European continent and
firmly in control of an overseas colonial empire that stretched both east and west. And of course, while his
spending and extravagance are viewed critically today, his construction of the Europe’s most famous palace
and his patronizing of the arts established the kind of culture and society that France is still famous for across
the world today.
French Legends: The Life and Legacy of King Louis XIV looks at the life and reign of one of history’s most
famous Kings, explaining his influence in a historical light and analyzing the monumental legacy he left
behind. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Sun King like
you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Wilson:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book French Legends: The Life and
Legacy of King Louis XIV will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Timothy McKinney:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you
should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled French Legends: The Life and
Legacy of King Louis XIV can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Robert Ross:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This French Legends: The Life and Legacy
of King Louis XIV is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Lowell Decoteau:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
One of the books in the top list in your reading list is definitely French Legends: The Life and Legacy of
King Louis XIV. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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