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India's success in reducing endemic deprivation since Independence has been quite limited. Recent diagnoses
of this failure of policy have concentrated on the counterproductive role of government regulation, and on
the need for economic incentives to accelerate the growth of the economy. This book argues that an
assessment of India's failure to eliminate basic deprivations has to go beyond this limited focus, and to take
note of the role played in that failure by inadequate public involvement in the provision of basic education,
health care, social security, and related fields, Even the fostering of fast and participatory economic growth
requires some basic social change, which is not addressed by liberalization and economic incentives. The
authors also discuss the historical antecedents of these political and social neglects, including the distortion
of policy priorities arising from inequalities of political power. Following on from this, the book considers
the scope for public action to address these earlier biases and achieve a transformation of policy priorities.

Beginning with an introductory chapter presenting the motivation, focus, and approach of the book, it
discusses the respective roles of the market mechanism and government action in economic development and
discusses the particular role of public involvement in the fields of health and education. International
comparisons of development experiences are brought to bear on the diagnosis of India's successes and
failures, and the work discusses the lessons to be learnt from the contrasting development experiences of
different states within India, with particular attention to Kerala's outstanding success in social fields. The
authors consider the role of public action and political organization in promoting social opportunities.
Attention is drawn, in particular, to the part played by widespread illiteracy in suppressing that process and
perpetuating social inequalities. The work also looks at the issue of basic education, including a critical
assessment of public policy in this field. The issue of gender inequality is discussed, and the role of women's
agency in the expansion of social opportunities for both women and men is explored. The work concludes by
consolidating the argument and discussing the policy implication of the analyses presented. A statistical
appendix presents a comparative picture of India and other developing countries, and also the comparative
performance of different states within India.

This new work by two internationally renowned economists is an important and relevant argument for
promoting human welfare.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide India: Economic Development and Social
Opportunity will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Sylvia Silva:

The guide untitled India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity is the book that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.

Harold Scott:

The book India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity has a lot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Bryant Davidson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity can be your answer since it can
be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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