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Located in the heart of the Andes, Potosí was arguably the most important urban center in the Western
Hemisphere during the colonial era. It was internationally famous for its abundant silver mines and
regionally infamous for its labor draft. Set in this context of opulence and oppression associated with the
silver trade, Trading Roles emphasizes daily life in the city’s streets, markets, and taverns. As Jane E.
Mangan shows, food and drink transactions emerged as the most common site of interaction for Potosinos of
different ethnic and class backgrounds. Within two decades of Potosí’s founding in the 1540s, the majority
of the city’s inhabitants no longer produced food or alcohol for themselves; they purchased these items.
Mangan presents a vibrant social history of colonial Potosí through an investigation of everyday commerce
during the city’s economic heyday, between the discovery of silver in 1545 and the waning of production in
the late seventeenth century.

Drawing on wills and dowries, judicial cases, town council records, and royal decrees, Mangan brings alive
the bustle of trade in Potosí. She examines quotidian economic transactions in light of social custom,
ethnicity, and gender, illuminating negotiations over vendor locations, kinship ties that sustained urban trade
through the course of silver booms and busts, and credit practices that developed to mitigate the pressures of
the market economy. Mangan argues that trade exchanges functioned as sites to negotiate identities within
this colonial multiethnic society. Throughout the study, she demonstrates how women and indigenous
peoples played essential roles in Potosí’s economy through the commercial transactions she describes so
vividly.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular
Trading Roles: Gender, Ethnicity, and the Urban Economy in Colonial Potosí (Latin America Otherwise) is
kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Janice Burgess:

This book untitled Trading Roles: Gender, Ethnicity, and the Urban Economy in Colonial Potosí (Latin
America Otherwise) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this guide from your list.

Deborah Knight:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them
is this Trading Roles: Gender, Ethnicity, and the Urban Economy in Colonial Potosí (Latin America
Otherwise).

Trent Gibson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for you is Trading Roles: Gender, Ethnicity, and the Urban Economy in Colonial Potosí
(Latin America Otherwise) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to



explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
That is why this book suited all of you.
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