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The plays in this volume, written by men (some of whom are the most celebrated playwrights) who were in
their late twenties and early thirties, affirm adolescents as subjects active in same-sex relationships. Sexual
identity is important to the young men in their plays, in great part because they must define themselves
against the prejudice and sanctions of family and social institutions. In some cases, the experiences
dramatized in these plays are examples of the "gay pathos." Some boys, like Benjy in A. Rey Pamatmat's
Edith Can Shoot Things and Hit Them, were severely punished by their parents for expressing their
sexuality. Others, like Chris in Daniel Talbott's Slipping, are terrified of anyone, particularly his peers,
discovering his sexual relationship with another boy. Dennis, in Michael Perlman's From White Plains, has
never recovered from the anti-gay bullying he and his best friend endured in high school. At the same time,
most of the plays in this book depict joyful expressions of gayness. Much of Edith Can Shoot Things and Hit
Them is the story of two teenage boys discovering sex and love on a remote Midwestern farm despite the
interventions of parents. On his twelfth birthday, Ricardo Bracho's Sissy discovers and celebrates his inner
queen. Yet not all adolescents can feel that joy. Eli, in Slipping, connects sex and desire with cruelty, first
suffered at the hands of the conflicted lover Chris, then projected onto the sweet boy with whom he becomes
involved in Iowa, and finally inflicted upon himself. The young men in these plays are all unique characters.
Affirmation of their sexuality in a time and places where homophobia is still a reality is only one problem
each faces. Like many works about adolescence, these plays depict the blurry no man's land between
childhood and adulthood. All of these plays have received powerful productions at theatres across America
and demonstrate the vitality and variety of contemporary American drama. This is an important book for all
collections not only in LGBT studies and theater studies, but also education and sociology because of how it
deals with adolescent homosexuality and homophobia, as well as bullying. See
http://www.cambriapress.com/books/9781604979084.cfm for more information.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Giles:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Awkward Stages: Plays
about Growing Up Gay will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suited book with you?

Linda Williams:

The book untitled Awkward Stages: Plays about Growing Up Gay contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Beside that Awkward Stages: Plays about Growing Up Gay in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing
to have Awkward Stages: Plays about Growing Up Gay because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at
this point!

William Reyes:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Awkward Stages: Plays about
Growing Up Gay can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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