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Kevin Young follows his acclaimed exploration of the blues in Jelly Roll with another playful riff on a vital
art form, giving us a film noir in verse. Black Maria–the title is a slang term for a police van as well as a
hearse–is a twisting tale of suspicion, passion, mystery, and the city. Young channels the world of detective
movies, picking up its lingo and dark glamour in five “reels” of poetry–the adventures of a “soft-boiled”
private eye, known as A.K.A. Jones, and an ingenue turned femme fatale, Delilah Redbone, who’s come to
town from down south (“Mama bent till dark / tending rows to send / Me to school . . . I wanted / To head on
& hitch . . . strike it / Big”). We follow Jones and Delilah through a maze of aliases and ambushes, sex and
suspicions, fast talk and hard luck, in Shadowtown where noir characters abound. The Killer, The Gunsel,
The Hack, The Director, The Champ, and The Snitch are among the local luminaries and beautiful losers
who mingle with Jones and his elusive lady as they stalk one another through the scenes of the poet’s
dazzling “treatment.” Charming, funky, bleak, humorous, picaresque, and full of pathos, Black Maria is
brimming with the originality and stark lyricism we have come to expect from this remarkable poet.

When we met her first request:
Got a light?
*
I only had dark
so gave her that instead.
*
Ashtray full of butts
& maybes.
*
The sound of her heels down the hall
to me means reveille.

(from “Stills”)

Click on the poem titles below to hear Kevin Young read from Black Maria.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Black Maria will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Daniele Vaugh:

This Black Maria book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Black Maria
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be
worry Black Maria can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Black Maria having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Diane Russel:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. Black Maria can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who
have those short spare time problems.

Barbara Robbins:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Black Maria can be the solution, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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