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When Csaba Teglas was confronted with the Nazi invasion of Hungary during World War II, the Soviet
occupation following the Allied victory, and finally with the opportunity to escape the oppressive regime
during the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, he responded not with fear, indecision, or submission, but with
courage, ingenuity, and hope. In Budapest Exit: A Memoir of Fascism, Communism, and Freedom, Teglas
begins with the story of his childhood in Hungary. During the war, the dramatic changes that took place in
his country intensified with the invasion of the Nazis. The Nazis' defeat after the terrifying siege of Budapest
should have led to freedom, but for Hungary it meant occupation by the Soviets, who were often little better
than the fascists. A twelve-year-old friend of Teglas was forced to watch the brutal gang rape of a Jewish
family member by the same Soviet soldiers who liberated her from the Nazis. Despite the difficulties of life
in Budapest, Teglas met the challenge when sustenance of the family fell on his young shoulders. One of the
innovative ways he earned money was to employ his playments to extract ball bearings from wrecked tanks
and other military vehicles that he then sold to factories. He also sold rubber rings cut from bicycle tubes to
use as canning seals. Before the communists solidified their rule, Teglas obtained admission to the Technical
University of Budapest, where he earned a degree despite constant interference in the University by the
communists. The following years under the Stalinist dictatorship were the harshest, and Teglas and his
family and friends lived in constant fear; some were even subjected to the communist jails and torture
chambers. But rather than standing idly by, Teglas protested, sometimes quietly, sometimes more vocally,
against the Soviet and communist presence in Hungary. During the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, Teglas
became more involved in the opposition to the communists. When it became clear that the revolutionaries
were not going to succeed, he knew he had to leave Hungary to avoid retaliation for his involvement. Teglas
recounts his dramatic escape through the heavily guarded Iron Curtain and his subsequent emigration to
North America, where life an an immigrant presented new challenges. Teglas compares the genocide and
tragedies of Nazi order in World War II and of communist rule to recent international events and ethnic
cleansing in Central and Eastern Europe, including the former Yugoslavia. He also highlights the failure of
the West to stop the war in Bosnia expediently and the possible far-reaching consequences of a "peace"
treaty that aims to satisfy the demands of the aggressors while ignoring the rights of others in the Balkans.
Even more, though, this memoir is Csaba Teglas's personal story of his youth, told from the point of view of
a man with sons of his own. He found in America the freedom for which he had been searching, but he has
raised his American sons to remain proud of their Hungarian heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Budapest Exit: A Memoir of Fascism, Communism, and Freedom
(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe). Try to make book Budapest Exit: A Memoir of
Fascism, Communism, and Freedom (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Ruth Irizarry:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is Budapest
Exit: A Memoir of Fascism, Communism, and Freedom (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern
Europe).

Wesley McFarland:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Budapest Exit: A Memoir of Fascism, Communism, and
Freedom (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) why because the excellent cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Richard Osteen:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Budapest Exit: A Memoir of Fascism,
Communism, and Freedom (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book



and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside
that the book Budapest Exit: A Memoir of Fascism, Communism, and Freedom (Eugenia & Hugh M.
Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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