
Model Immigrants and Undesirable Aliens: The
Cost of Immigration Reform in the 1990s

Christina Gerken

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0816674736
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0816674736
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0816674736


Model Immigrants and Undesirable Aliens: The Cost of
Immigration Reform in the 1990s

Christina Gerken

Model Immigrants and Undesirable Aliens: The Cost of Immigration Reform in the 1990s Christina
Gerken

During 1995 and 1996, President Bill Clinton signed into law three bills that altered the rights and
responsibilities of immigrants: the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act, the Personal
Responsibility Act, and the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act. Model
Immigrants and Undesirable Aliens examines the changing debates around immigration that preceded and
followed the passage of landmark legislation by the U.S. Congress in the mid-1990s, arguing that it
represented a new, neoliberal way of thinking and talking about immigration.

Christina Gerken explores the content and the social implications of the deliberations that surrounded the
development and passage of immigration reform, analyzing a wide array of writings from congressional
debates and committee reports to articles and human-interest stories in mainstream newspapers. The process,
she shows, disguised its underlying racism by creating discursive strategies that shaped and upheld an image
of “desirable” immigrants—those who could demonstrate “personal responsibility” and an ability to
contribute to the U.S. economy. Gerken finds that politicians linked immigration to complex issues: poverty,
welfare reform, so-called family values, measures designed to combat terrorism, and the spiraling costs of
social welfare programs.

Although immigrants were often at the center of congressional debates, politicians constructed an elaborate,
abstract terminology that appeared to be unrelated to race or gender. Instead, politicians promoted neoliberal
policies as the avenue to a postracist, postsexist world of opportunity for every rational consumer with an
entrepreneurial spirit. Still, Gerken concludes that the passage of pathbreaking legislation was characterized
by a useful tension between neoliberal assumptions and hidden anxieties about race, class, gender, and
sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Davis:

This book untitled Model Immigrants and Undesirable Aliens: The Cost of Immigration Reform in the 1990s
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Larry Cain:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Model Immigrants and
Undesirable Aliens: The Cost of Immigration Reform in the 1990s that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Model Immigrants and Undesirable
Aliens: The Cost of Immigration Reform in the 1990s become your current starter.

Duane Vega:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Model Immigrants and Undesirable Aliens: The Cost of
Immigration Reform in the 1990s why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Carolyn Alcantara:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Model Immigrants and
Undesirable Aliens: The Cost of Immigration Reform in the 1990s which is having the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's find.
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