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The Evolution of OMB A former senior official of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
commented that: “One of the interesting things about OMB is that it is unexplainable to everyone who lives
outside of [Washington, DC] and misunderstood by nearly everyone who lives inside {Washington]”. This
book attempts to make OMB explainable and understood. It describes the growth and authorities of this
powerful agency that prepares the President’s annual $3 trillion plus Budget, develops strategies for the
management of the entire Executive branch of the federal government, and will be in the center of future
debates over the growing federal deficit. For one hundred and fifty years, from 1789 to 1939, American
Presidents had little more than a personal secretary to assist in the work of the Presidency. For the Civil War
and the First World War, and the depressions of the late 19th and early 20th Century, Presidents had almost
no personal staff to assist them, relying on outside advisers and Cabinet officials. In 1939 Franklin Roosevelt
created the modern Executive Office of the President (EOP). The Bureau of the Budget (BOB) served as the
principal EOP staff agency through the Second World War. Shortly after the War the EOP began to grow.
By the beginning of the 21st Century BOB had become OMB, new EOP staff agencies had become
institutionalized, and the position of Chief of Staff and a number of Presidential assistants added. Presidents
had an EOP staff of more than seventeen hundred people exclusively committed to service to the President,
vastly expanding their reach and authority. The President’s statutory responsibilities have grown
commensurate with the growth of the EOP, and events – and the desires of Presidents. “The Evolution of
OMB” reviews the history of OMB and the Presidency beginning with the establishment of BOB in the
Treasury in 1921. Two former OMB senior career executives (Philip Dame and Bernard Martin) cover
significant periods of change within the agency. Following the history, the authors offer perspectives on
OMB’s role in the EOP, including the OMB relationship with the President, the Congress, its management
role and several other topics. The OMB history was prepared from their own lengthy experience, from
research, and by interviewing and soliciting comments from other past OMB staff, both career and politically
appointed officials. Vignettes provided by past staff members add insight to the OMB and EOP culture. A
number of OMB staff provided original source material. The history will be of interest to Presidential
scholars – some of who have already engaged with the authors on the material -- students of the Executive
Office and OMB, amateur and professional historians, and ordinary citizens who want to know more about
the inner workings of one of the most significant agencies in the federal government among others. The
history has already been used as source material for policy officials for the Obama Administration transition
team in 2008.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for all of us. The book The Evolution of OMB seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The
Evolution of OMB is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the
book The Evolution of OMB. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Rita Hackett:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Evolution of OMB book as this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it you probably know this.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Evolution of
OMB suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled The Evolution of OMBis a single of several books which everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Henry Jones:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Evolution of OMB
can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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