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Manhattan's Lower East Side stands for Jewish experience in America. With the possible exception of
African-Americans and Harlem, no ethnic group has been so thoroughly understood and imagined through a
particular chunk of space. Despite the fact that most American Jews have never set foot there--and many
come from families that did not immigrate through New York much less reside on Hester or Delancey
Street--the Lower East Side is firm in their collective memory. Whether they have been there or not, people
reminisce about the Lower East Side as the place where life pulsated, bread tasted better, relationships were
richer, tradition thrived, and passions flared.

This was not always so. During the years now fondly recalled (1880-1930), the neighborhood was only
occasionally called the Lower East Side. Though largely populated by Jews from Eastern Europe, it was not
ethnically or even religiously homogenous. The tenements, grinding poverty, sweatshops, and packs of
roaming children were considered the stuff of social work, not nostalgia and romance. To learn when and
why this dark warren of pushcart-lined streets became an icon, Hasia Diner follows a wide trail of high and
popular culture. She examines children's stories, novels, movies, museum exhibits, television shows,
summer-camp reenactments, walking tours, consumer catalogues, and photos hung on deli walls far from
Manhattan.

Diner finds that it was after World War II when the Lower East Side was enshrined as the place through
which Jews passed from European oppression to the promised land of America. The space became sacred at
a time when Jews were simultaneously absorbing the enormity of the Holocaust and finding acceptance and
opportunity in an increasingly liberal United States. Particularly after 1960, the Lower East Side gave often
secularized and suburban Jews a biblical, yet distinctly American story about who they were and how they
got here.

Displaying the author's own fondness for the Lower East Side of story books, combined with a commitment
to historical truth, Lower East Side Memories is an insightful account of one of our most famous
neighborhoods and its power to shape identity.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Boucher:

The book Lower East Side Memories give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use
to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Lower East Side Memories being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Lower East Side
Memories. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Robert Mills:

Here thing why this particular Lower East Side Memories are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. Lower East Side Memories giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Lower East Side Memories. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Lower East Side Memories in e-book can be your alternative.

Jason Nimmons:

This book untitled Lower East Side Memories to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Teresa Randall:

The actual book Lower East Side Memories has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.
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