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In 1904, political operator and gambling boss Robert T. Motts opened the Pekin Theater in Chicago. Dubbed
the "Temple of Music," the Pekin became one of the country's most prestigious African American cultural
institutions, renowned for its all-black stock company and school for actors, an orchestra able to play ragtime
and opera with equal brilliance, and a repertoire of original musical comedies.
 
A missing chapter in African American theatrical history, Bauman's saga presents how Motts used his
entrepreneurial acumen to create a successful black-owned enterprise. Concentrating on institutional history,
Bauman explores the Pekin's philosophy of hiring only African American staff, its embrace of multi-racial
upper class audiences, and its ready assumption of roles as diverse as community center, social club, and
fundraising instrument.
 
The Pekin's prestige and profitability faltered after Motts' death in 1911 as his heirs lacked his savvy, and
African American elites turned away from pure entertainment in favor of spiritual uplift. But, as Bauman
shows, the theater had already opened the door to a new dynamic of both intra- and inter-racial theater-going
and showed the ways a success, like the Pekin, had a positive economic and social impact on the surrounding
community.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Jones:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First
Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies Series). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important any book The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First
Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies Series). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Robert Dougherty:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned Theater
(New Black Studies Series) as the daily resource information.

Diane McCarthy:

The actual book The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies
Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Pekin: The
Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies Series) is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mamie Contreras:

This The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies Series) is
brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest
in reading this The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies
Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life



and knowledge.
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