
A City Divided: The Racial Landscape of Kansas
City, 1900-1960

Sherry Lamb Schirmer

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826220959
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826220959
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826220959


A City Divided: The Racial Landscape of Kansas City, 1900-
1960

Sherry Lamb Schirmer

A City Divided: The Racial Landscape of Kansas City, 1900-1960 Sherry Lamb Schirmer

A City Divided traces the development of white Kansas Citians’ perceptions of race and examines the ways
in which those perceptions shaped both the physical landscape of the city and the manner in which Kansas
City was policed and governed. Because of rapid changes in land use and difficulties in suppressing crime
and vice in Kansas City, the control of urban spaces became an acute concern, particularly for the white
middle class, before race became a problematic issue in Kansas City.

As the African American population grew in size and assertiveness, whites increasingly identified blacks
with those factors that most deprived a given space of its middle-class character. Consequently, African
Americans came to represent the antithesis of middle-class values, and the white middle class established its
identity by excluding blacks from the urban spaces it occupied.

By 1930, racial discrimination rested firmly on gender and family values as well as class. Inequitable law
enforcement in the ghetto increased criminal activity, both real and perceived, within the African American
community. White Kansas Citians maintained this system of racial exclusion and denigration in part by
“misdirection,” either by denying that exclusion existed or by claiming that segregation was necessary to
prevent racial violence. Consequently, African American organizations sought to counter misdirection
tactics. The most effective of these efforts followed World War II, when local black activists devised
demonstration strategies that targeted misdirection specifically.

At the same time, a new perception emerged among white liberals about the role of race in shaping society.
Whites in the local civil rights movement acted upon the belief that integration would produce a better
society by transforming human character. Successful in laying the foundation for desegregating public
accommodations in Kansas City, black and white activists nonetheless failed to dismantle the systems of
spatial exclusion and inequitable law enforcement or to eradicate the racial ideologies that underlay those
systems.

These racial perceptions continue to shape race relations in Kansas City and elsewhere. This study
demystifies these perceptions by exploring their historical context. While there have been many studies of
the emergence of ghettos in northern and border cities, and others of race, gender, segregation, and the
origins of white ideologies, A City Divided is the first to address these topics in the context of a dynamic,
urban society in the Midwest.
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From reader reviews:

Malcolm Lee:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the A City
Divided: The Racial Landscape of Kansas City, 1900-1960 is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Jennifer Pittman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name A City Divided: The
Racial Landscape of Kansas City, 1900-1960 suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled A City Divided: The Racial Landscape of Kansas City, 1900-1960is a single
of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this
book.

James Melendez:

Often the book A City Divided: The Racial Landscape of Kansas City, 1900-1960 has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Stacy Abercrombie:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A City Divided: The Racial
Landscape of Kansas City, 1900-1960, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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