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Set in a psychiatric clinic in Moscow in the long decades of late-Soviet stagnation, Before and During
sweeps the reader away from its dismal surroundings on a series of fantastical excursions into the Russian
past.?We meet Leo Tolstoy’s twin brother, eaten by the great writer in his mother’s womb, only to be born as
Tolstoy’s ‘son’; the philosopher-hermit Nikolai Fyodorov, who believed that the common task of humanity
was the physical resurrection of their ancestors; a self-replicating Madame de Staël who, during her second
life, is carried through plague-ridden Russia in a glass palanquin and becomes Fyodorov’s lover; and the
composer Alexander Scriabin, who preaches to Lenin on the shores of Lake Geneva.?Out of these
intoxicating, darkly comic fantasies – all described in a serious, steady voice – Sharov seeks to retrieve the
hidden connections and hidden strivings of the Russian past, its wild, lustful quest for justice, salvation and
God. 'Before and During is not a historical novel. Rather, it is closer to one of Mikhail Bakhtin's
carnivalesque venues, a Menippean satire in which historical reality, in all its irreversible awfulness, is for a
moment scrambled, eroticized ... and illuminated by hilarious monologues of the dead... There are wonderful
stretches: an exegesis of Tolstoy's failure to achieve the good in his own family;... an astonishing olfactory
history of the First World War and Revolution through Scriabin's music. How Sharov resolves the rejection
of death is especially good... With this elegant and dry-eyed translation by Oliver Ready, anglophone
audiences can finally weigh in.' Caryl Emerson in The Times Literary Supplement 'Sharov has assimilated,
perhaps more than any of his contemporaries, the artistic and philosophical legacy of both the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries of Russian literature. Like Dostoevsky, he is excessive not in order to deny, misrepresent,
or flee reality but, rather, to capture it more accurately.' Thomas Epstein, Boston College
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Lutz:

This Before and During (Dedalus Europe) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Before and During (Dedalus Europe) can be among the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Before and During
(Dedalus Europe) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Richard Broderick:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Before and During (Dedalus Europe) can be good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Irvin Ehlers:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be examine.
Before and During (Dedalus Europe) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who
have those short free time problems.

James Longo:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Before and During (Dedalus Europe) when you necessary it?
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